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The learning outcomes
are the focus throughout
each lesson.

How to Use This Resource

Lesson Plans

Digital-only reproducibles
are clearly labeled.

Engraving of King Darius

Darias the Great

Lo P the reign of King. Darius established
ible to explain HowW

ing Darius.
Students will identify the accomplishments of Kirg

The guiding questions

Page references and
digital filenames make
lesson preparation easy.

Materials
» Ergra
< of The King of Kings tpage 107
ge 108); aptional

roduction (dariuspdf)
ving of King Darius 1eproduct

help support development
of inquiry by focusing on
the primary source being

- copies ot King D™ ’
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. . (page 110!
¢ document-pased assessment (P

jonal
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. copies of the Alexander the Gred
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+ art supplies, including

Essential questions
provide inquiry anchors
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investigate enduring
understandings.
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Students collaborate to interact
with the primary source through
inquiry, textual analysis, and

engaging activities.

These assessments
provide opportunities
for students to
independently
practice primary

Engraving of King Darias

Darius the Great w.

=

Analyzing the Primary source
1. Have smal| )
Achievements,
ciovements. (A copy o thstoxat 5 et

) Review the key words with st

them to annotate the text -

810uPS of students read the background information, The King's
t ke i Ki
in

"8 level is provided in the Digits)

s a5 necessary. As students reag,
hievements. Wiy

they feel is thy/fost

by inderi
e g King s o
. b them put check mare g o e .

source analysis.

- To learn more about King Dariys
extension activit,

influen 4
tence, see phge 119 for a technology.baseq

Documcm-bascd Assessment
* Distribute c
Pies of Alexander the Greay
I o it e e m)' A digital copy of the primary source is Provided
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k about 2
the primary ik about wal they ve o

med throughy
+and respond thoughtul S

i lesson, car
Iy 10 the prompgs, 0 <2refully analyze

Key content vocabulary from the
historical background information
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p o §
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How to Use This Resource e

Background Information

The historical background information provides students with key information about both the
time period and the primary source. It is provided at two different reading levels to support
differentiation. When preparing for a lesson, decide which level best meets the needs of your
students. Use one level for all students, or differentiate the reading levels by student need.

= Encourage students to write strong questions they have as they read these texts. The
Creating Strong Questions lesson on pages 28-30 will prepare students for this important
aspect of the inquiry arc.

= Suggestions for annotations students could make while reading are provided in each
lesson plan.

R Within the Teacher’s Guide,
the texts are leveled at a

oldest artifacts found

f the the weaponTy
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Texts leveled at
a fifth- to sixth-
grade reading
level are denoted
by a square and
are only provided
in the Digital
Resources.
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bolded to highlight their
importance to the content.
All glossary words are
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the information.
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How to Use This Resource e

Student Activity Pages

Dagger and Sheath

de them
ient tomos

About the Artifact 5,000 years old. A golesmith ¥
heath are mare than 54 f Ur. The anci
This ancient daggera:g s set was found in the Royal TX‘:: Iheae from metals, They
ing the Sumeria i de weapons Su (
O wesentday 1oq Ll pf”:le-[(::y o v metal to rake jewelry, Huning
siive

arei
ypically used bronze, gold n
auipment, and faiming 101>

istorical Writing o

Fiction
tory
ion T
Use yous imaging’ >
<na Hi 1 found this
zing History £ how an archaeologis
A“aly S lly used to offte 5. Explain haw the dagger came
o What materials are typically U dagge

be in a museum.
create weapons? ©

o Why were certain materia
certain peri

fis used
periads of time? Nonfiction

more cften 3t ht acsearch and describe one of e
how else mid ese: oze, gold.
Other thar Lo eor meras ron brovae, 909
this weap i Civer, o steel, Tl how e metalis
Describe ceussi— ade, and describe sere Y
—thata me
aside fro y \mhaaaw presentday uses forthe
ople
Mesopot:

different metals-

i \ Writing Challenge . \
‘ during the
s(" gesearch, describe, and ilustrate 3 sweapon used durin

}  Mesopotamian period of history:

Background information provides a
concise description of the primary
source image students will study.

Activities for students increase in
complexity, providing scaffolded
opportunities for student engagement.

Fiction and nonfiction writing prompts
promote deeper connections to the
primary source.

Key information about the primary
source reproduction prepares
students for the activity.

Engaging activities encourage
students to use higher-order
thinking skills as they analyze the
primary source.

Extension challenges are provided
to engage students in more
complex tasks.

An inquiry-driven writing task challenges
students to take their learning to the
next level.

———— Date _

Heads up

About the Sculpture

Sargon of Akkad
ruled
early empires. This o
St agpies ™ :’y;me sculpture of Sargon's hea yas :Z;;h: Sl
i Mary e ’oj:‘udes‘oih Sargon were also made during this ey U0
at the National Museum oo e
A of Iraq in Baghdag|

2round 2334 to 2279 BC. e pyi

PY9IT S uobivg

Directions:

Checions 21;::@ e Important person in your fife tha

detailed 25 posyind 012t Person' head a5 3 trbute, et ke

ealed s possil 2 biography ofthe person you aetee s "9 2
30U chose 1o honor ths parg

Y0u Want to remember.

erson.

- l Challenge
Research Swgon and Swgom . Prpenn

he Great,

"gon Il Find out how they wey

¥
i
IR
@

R T7]] LINATTNTY

= Hint: Find and use the photograph button on your copier when copying student
reproducibles, including document-based assessments. This will produce clearer images

that will be easier to analyze.
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How to Use This Resource con

Document-Based Assessments

oI aNpPou|

A document-based assessment (DBA) connected to the content of each lesson gives students
an opportunity to practice primary source analysis. These DBAs practice key skills needed for
many social studies assessments in middle school and high school.

pate ———————

- I
T reme
- The Ziggurat of Ur
the ruins
9 BC. It was built over t!
st bt round 5610 S0l prnrnt restored

the
buiding from 3bost 20 L cvoph carfuly. Then answer 19
0s. Exami

Each DBA includes a visual or
textual primary source.

questions.

standord of Ut

iy it with such high walls?

1. Why was this Ziggur@

539 BC choosT R P

Students use general knowledge of
the time period, what they learned
in the lesson, and details in the
primary source to respond to the
constructed-response questions.

odern Sumerians of 5560

m
2. Why would the (O e building?

temple on the site of an

|

I RERN (NN RERN N oW N

osen to restore a buildingin U?

have ch
4. Why would the modem Ir2di government hau!

—

[

.. I

Digital Resources e

—

Projecting primary sources while students are analyzing them allows for whole-class -
discussions. —
At times, projecting full-color versions of a primary source may be more beneficial than =
copying them on black-and-white copiers. .
[ —

- —

[

I

—

Darius mit Gy
Aitpeitdes ety o]

bestilten e

itm unp Fliegentweber
et von Tegier in Jegser
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How to Use This Resource e

Introduction

Culminating Activities

Project-Based Learning Activity

Project-Based Leaming Activity

Curators of Accuracy
Learning Outcomes

Engaging project-based learning (PBL)
activities provide opportunities for students
to work collaboratively and share what
they’ve learned about the content.

* Students will research topics related to ancient WMesopotamia.

- Students willcreate a museum of artifacts that teaches athers about it

= Copies of Just the Facts
(page 112) = art supplies, including pay
B oy, o i papr, matkers, pai,
. rusein in i
o, e Making = Copies of How Did We Do? (igital ony)
optional i

« resource books and inte e
termet access * Copies of PBL Rubric (digital only); aptionar
Procedure

Student presentations of PBL work
are excellent for inviting guests to
visit and see what students are doing.

2 Place students into groups of five to six. Expiai it each person wi sponsible.
: " that each person will be responsi
eaearching and creating a reproduction of an arffact related to ane aspect of Mesapm/:m g
izn

AOnce the majority of the rese;
arch has been cor
orce the ma ‘ mpleted, gather students f
rew et stps. iv.pfs n that they will now determine an artfact o ref,,‘ifm F

cach work oy opic. Distibute copies of Museurn in the Making, T e
on at least two of the artifacts, % Toksdent that oy i

After approving students' plans, help them

allow them time to create their museum ro

gather and organize neededt
mate
Lo erials. Then,
. :;veﬁ:ups present their reproductions to the class. Encoura
ut the iterms. You may choose fo hay = i
ve student:
We Do?, which is provided in the Digital Resourgpy. et

1. Use the PBL Rubric, which is provided in the 0 fal Resources, to evaluate student work.
i is provi i ources, luate stugent
k.

ge students to ask questions
'@ presentations using How Dig

SIADY INLIYMIIND

Ll ——

123557~Epkorng Py Sures: e escgotamia

Document-Based Questions

bRl W e

Document-based questions
(DBQs) require students to analyze
multiple DBAs and then respond
to essay tasks in cohesive,
well-supported essays.

Date ———

DBQ Fssdy Tasks 4 your Knowiedge of St
116117 and ¥
ments on PAges tasks.
Dirsctionss Usz‘:f,:,g:m e of the follwing 6559
Mesopotamia

o essay, complete the following.
o1 3
2y task from tis PE%:

steps:

Gefore you begin Witing ¥

5 €5

notate your chose

o Mm aidence you need 10 100K T T
e

s to respond 0 10&

1. Re in the document

2. Think about

This can be inforeatian you
prompt. .

poue
 can inciude if ¥

mation Y0 e o
e before you analyze te S0°
117, and respord to e questions
o Make sue you can SRt Y

infor

othe
3, Determine Ot ot in @

jearned in class
4, Weite  first @raft of YU
' on page 115
 clear and coneise:
ts you analyzed

ents an pages 11517
s an those PAEES

i thesis

Two essay tasks allow students
to choose which DBQ they’d like
to answer.

5. Analyze the docurmers

o o make
evise your (e
3 ':m‘n wiidence from docume!

ons
D&wuu\el\l»bused Questi

ifas and different?
asius . How were WeY similar 2

rgon ) antl O hey bring 1o theiT people?-

Eosay Task 1 s .
‘ihat beaetits did

igns of Sa
Gompare and convast ¢ s :rb I
w?n ey fosus sare on war O PSS

i the GOCUe

. se informatian fourd I

<ponse,
o ac ' Sle S BTN ot your esPS

1 yous essay, remernber 1

[ HHL e
(Bl iy N

. D::Uv‘\m the accomplishments & eath , G detals apgeeideree © support your
- e me\wﬂ\eﬂders’sxmxlzvmssznd a:ud&ampxc::t“\izfﬁ,w\mmducuon 'f. -
N g i Each has a specific question

bt d indicators to guide student
R and indicators to guide studen
e
of Mesopotanian
Conse one aspect rt your
e to SUPP
o your essay, remember 1 o .« Give datalls and @Vider responses.
fe event and inclu answers. i
. “e?"‘:’:»\nh fhl;‘ documerts 1181 02 inciude atopic senterce: a0 introt
ctogs . n.
P of symbols. o abody,and 2 conclus
: tion found in the documert
+ Use inforrai

Support your respanse
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Clay Tablet with Cuneiform

Write with Stylus

Learning Outcomes

= Students will be able to explain how the creation of writing shaped
life in ancient Mesopotamia and influenced future cultures.

= Students will understand the characteristics and history of writing in
ancient Mesopotamia.

Materials
= copies of the Clay Tablet with Cuneiform primary source card (cuneiform.pdf)
= copies of The Elements of Cuneiform (page 37)

= copies of the Forming Writing document-based assessment (page 38)

-

Essential Question

= What impact has writing had on societies throughout history?

Guiding Questions

= How would someone’s life change if they were suddenly unable to read or write?

Why would mathematics have been needed in ancient Mesopotamia?

How did people in Mesopotamia learn to write and do math? Who was taught and
who wasn’t?

How have ancient tablets helped modern people learn about the ancient world?

Introducing the Primary Source

1. Ask students to share with someone near them about a time they didn't understand what
they were reading. Was it written in another language? Was it in their native language
but very complicated? How did they go about deciphering the text? As a class, discuss
strategies people use to figure out foreign or complicated writing.

2. Share the photograph of the cuneiform tablet on the primary source card. Give students a
few minutes to make lists of two or three possible topics that may be written about on the
tablet.

3. Introduce the essential question, and use the first two guiding questions to discuss how
the Mesopotamians read, taught, and learned.

©TCM |Teacher Created Materials 123557—Exploring Primary Sources: Ancient Mesopotamia
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Clay Tablet with Cuneiform
Write with Stylus e

Analyzing the Primary Source

1. Have small groups of students read the background information, The Elements of
Cuneiform. (A copy of this text at a lower reading level is provided in the Digital Resources.)
Review the key words with students as necessary. As students read, encourage them
to annotate the text by underlining all the ways writing benefited the Sumerians and
highlighting or circling the ways in which it was taught.

2. After students have read the background information, revisit the essential question and
discuss the last two guiding questions.

(%]
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3. Provide time for students to complete at least one activity from the back of the primary
source card.

4. Have students work in pairs to create advertisements for a school that teaches scribes. Tell
students to include what students will do in the school and why it is an important craft.

:_-_ Have students share their completed advertisements in small groups.

— 5. To learn more about cuneiform tablets, see page 119 for a technology-based extension

— activity.

— ’

% Document-Based Assessment

___ = Distribute copies of Forming Writing. A digital copy of the primary source is provided in
o the Digital Resources (forming.jpg).

! = Have students think about what they’ve learned throughout this lesson, carefully analyze

— the primary source, and respond thoughtfully to the questions.

—

—| A(

= Key Words

o These key content words are included in both levels of the background information.

_-__— = elite—a select group that is superior in terms of ability, rank, or qualities to the rest

— of a group or society

= ideograms—written characters or pictures that symbolize ideas of things without
indicating the sounds used to say them

= prestigious—having high status
scribes—people who copied documents, especially before printing was invented

= syllabic—relating to or based on syllables

36
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The Elements of Cuneiform

Early writing in Mesopotamia was
called cuneiform. It was developed by
the Sumerians as early as 3200 BC (over
5,000 years ago). They used a reed or
sharp instrument called a stylus to create
wedge-shaped pictures on soft clay
tablets. Later, the tablets were hardened
by baking them in the sun or in a kiln.
Since cuneiform was written on wet clay,
writers could correct mistakes by rolling
the clay up and starting over.

Written language changed
Mesopotamia. It affected people’s
day-to-day lives and greatly advanced
civilization. It allowed people to create
laws. It also helped leaders enforce
them. People were able to communicate
with one another more easily. They were
able to record their own history. Original
Mesopotamian writings were pictures of
objects. But it was really hard to write
on wet clay. So, the writing evolved into

wedges and hooks. It became cuneiform.

Modern historians learned about
ancient Mesopotamia because of
their writing tablets. The tablets
were preserved better than paper or
other writing materials would have
been. People who can read cuneiform
today need to understand how to
read ideograms. They also need to
understand a large syllabic alphabet.

Ancient Sumerian scribes were
important people. They came from very
wealthy families. They had to go through
years of schooling. They worked hard
from early morning to late in the evening
to learn how to read and write cuneiform.
They also studied arithmetic.

Once they finished school, they were
ready to be scribes. This prestigious job
was worth all the hard work in school.
Most people at that time did not know
how to read or write, so scribes were
in an elite class. Scribes worked to
keep and improve records or to create
cylinder seals. A cylinder seal was carved
from stone and was rolled over wet clay
tablets. This left imprints that would be
permanent after baking in the sun.

The Sumerian civilization introduced
the concept of writing to the world.
They created one of the earliest
writing systems. As groups conquered
Mesopotamia, they continued to use
their writing. The ideas behind cuneiform
influenced many other future writing
systems. The Syrians and Assyrians
eventually developed cuneiform into a
syllabic alphabet. In this way, Sumerian
contributions to society continue to have
an effect on the modern world.

© TCM | Teacher Created Materials
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Name Date

Forming Writing

Directions: Use the image to answer the questions.

“"" 3
\KE\W
‘““ “ll \ \\ \ K

large stone carved with cuneiform lettering in Niavaran, Iran

1. Imagine writing on a clay tablet such as this one. Compare that to writing on a
sheet of paper.

2. How does cuneiform differ from how you write? Discuss writing materials,
utensils, and language.

3. Trade was a big part of many people’s lives in ancient Mesopotamia. How
might traders have benefited from writing?

123557—Exploring Primary Sources: Ancient Mesopotamia © TCM | Teacher Created Materials






Clay Tablet with Cuneiform

About the Artifact

The earliest writing was called cuneiform. This writing is made up of pictures and was

created by the Sumerians. They wrote it on clay tablets such as this one. Written language

changed Mesopotamia'’s civilization. It allowed them to write laws. It helped people to

communicate in different ways. It was how they recorded history. People learned much of

what is known about ancient Mesopotamia through writing found on clay tablets.

Analyzing History /

e \What materials did the Sumerians
use to create cuneiform?

e |dentify three reasons writing
could help an ancient civilization.

* What types of words may have
been among the first words that
the Sumerians wrote? Why would
they have chosen these types of
words?

e After thousands of years,
alphabetic script eventually
replaced cuneiform. Explain why
this makes sense.

S

Historical Writing
Fiction

Pretend you are a scribe in ancient
Mesopotamia. Describe your life
growing up and your life as an adult
scribe.

Nonfiction

Research mathematics in Babylon.
Compare and contrast mathematics of
that historical period to modern math.

Writing Challenge l\

You are a scribe in ancient Mesopotamia. You have been asked [
to describe a transaction between two Sumerians who are trading n,
two sheep for some grain. Use only pictorial writing. l
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Sumerian Praying Statuette
Say a Little Prayer

Learning Outcomes

= Students will be able to explain the cultural and religious beliefs of the
Sumerian people and their influence on future civilizations.

= Students will understand how environmental and cultural factors shaped
religious developments in Sumer.

Materials

= Sumerian Praying Statuette reproduction (statuette.pdf)

= copies of Religion Sums It Up (page 71)

copies of Statuette (page 72); optional
= copies of Dear Gods (page 73)

= copies of the Mesopotamian Religion document-based assessment (page 74)

-

Essential Question

= What draws people to believe in something bigger than themselves?

Guiding Questions
= What is the figure doing? How can you tell?

= What does the figure tell you about what was most important to the ancient
Sumerians?

= What was the prominent religion of the Sumerians?
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= How did prayer and meditation fit into the daily life of a Sumerian?

Introducing the Primary Source

1. As a class, discuss what meditation is and why some people choose to meditate daily.
Further discuss why religion is important to so many people.

2. Share the Sumerian Praying Statuette reproduction, and ask students to analyze it closely.
You may choose to distribute copies of Statuette to students and have them annotate it
with observations or questions they have about the statuette.

3. Introduce the essential question, and use the first two guiding questions to discuss the
statuette. Discuss what the statuette demonstrates about Sumerian culture and values.
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Sumerian Praying Statuette
Say a Little Prayer

Analyzing the Primary Source

1. Have small groups of students read the background information, Religion Sums It Up.
(A copy of this text at a lower reading level is provided in the Digital Resources.) Review
the key words with students as necessary. As students read, encourage them to annotate
the text by underlining ways in which religion was important to the ancient Sumerians.

2. After students have read the background information, revisit the essential question and
discuss the last two guiding questions to analyze the statuette more thoroughly in the
context of ancient religion.

. Distribute copies of Dear Gods to students and give them time to complete the activities.
Bring students back together to discuss the possible effects of differing beliefs.

M

Document-Based Assessment

= Distribute copies of Mesopotamian Religion. Digital copies of the primary sources are
provided in the Digital Resources (religionl.jpg and religion2.jpg).

» Have students think about what they’ve learned throughout this lesson, carefully analyze
the primary source, and respond thoughtfully to the questions.

PRIMARY SOURCE REPRODUCTION ACTIVITIES

A

Rey Words

These key content words are included in both levels of the background information.

= astronomy—the study of stars and other objects in space
= fruitful—producing good or helpful results; productive
= incantations—series of words said as magic spells or charms

= polytheistic—worshipping more than one god
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Date

Religion Sums It Up

Ancient Sumerian religion influenced
the entire Middle East. Ruins from its
temples and religious structures are still
all over the region. Its hymns and myths
are still part of popular culture. There
are even influences of Sumerian religion
in modern faiths. Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam were all influenced by ancient
Sumer.

The Sumerians believed in an afterlife.
They wanted their dead to be prepared.
Sumerians sometimes buried people with
tools, horses, or food placed on a golden
platter. A golden helmet that was made
for a soldier to wear in war might be
buried with him. This would have been a
sign of power and prestige.

Sumerians built pyramids called
ziggurats as their religious temples.
The construction was difficult. But
the Sumerians thought temples were
worth the effort. Religious rituals and
sacrifices took place at ziggurats every
day. There were monthly feasts and
annual celebrations. All the activities
there honored the gods. Sumerians also
celebrated many holy days. All of them
included ceremonies and processions.
Tribute and prayer to the gods were an
important part of life for every Sumerian.

Like most ancient people, the
Sumerians were polytheistic. They
believed their gods controlled every
aspect of their lives. Each city-state
had its own special god or goddess.
Sumerians thought that the gods
were like ordinary people but with
extraordinary powers. They believed
their gods ate, drank, and raised families
like most people. However, they thought
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the gods were responsible for the good
and bad in their lives. Sumerians thought
it was their duty to please the gods and
to keep them happy by their deeds. The
Sumerians had specific religious rituals
that they believed would make their lives
more fruitful.

Sculptures were often symbolic of
Sumerians'’ religious beliefs. Many of
their statues showed men with long
beards, open arms, and open eyes.

The long beards represented power.
The Sumerians prayed with open eyes.
Statues were often placed in temples by
worshippers who believed the statues
would pray for them.

The Sumerians are responsible for
the first ideas of religion. They also
developed a form of astronomy. The
Sumerians are often remembered as
people who believed in and practiced
magical incantations. The rites and
rituals of their religion changed as the
needs of their civilization changed.
Modern religion may not have looked
the same today without the Sumerians of
thousands of years ago.
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About the Statuette

Dear Gods

Like most ancient people, Sumerians were polytheistic. This means they worshipped
more than one god. Most Hebrews at this same period in history were monotheistic.
They believed in a single god. People were often intolerant of different beliefs. This
resulted in war and persecution. This statuette is a Sumerian clay figure. It was
created in about 2400 BC in what is now Irag. It is made of alabaster and shell.

Directions: Brainstorm words that begin with the prefixes mono and poly, and write
them in the correct columns. Write what each word means. An example has been
done for you. Then, answer the questions.

Mono

Poly

Meaning

monotone

having only one key or pitch

1. Imagine that half of your class is polytheists while the remaining students are
monotheists. What could the results of a difference of religious opinion be?

2. How did this same difference in opinions affect the Sumerians’ lives?

3. What are the effects of different religious opinions in the modern world?

Challenge

Mythology, or stories that involve gods and heroes of ancient times, are often read
today. Read a myth from an ancient culture. Then, write your own original myth
based on one or more of the gods from the culture you chose.
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Sumerian Praying Statuette

74

Name Date

Mesopotamian Religion

Directions: Use the images to answer the questions.

1. What do these two statues have in common? How are they different?

2. What might you learn about Sumerians and their religion just by examining
these statues?

3. How did religions from Mesopotamia affect religions today?
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